Purim at The JC «

Taanit Esther, Thursday, Februa’[t g

5:06AM Fast Begins <v|;\L
6:45&7:45AM  Shacharit

5:10PM Minchah LT/@

6:13PM Fast Ends

Purim, Saturday night, February 27
6:27PM Shabbat concludes
6:45PM Maariv followed by Megillah
6:45PM Maariv followed by Family Megillah reading (5th f1.)
8:30PM Young Leadership Purim Shpiel
9:00PM Late Megillah

Purim, Sunday, February 28
7:30&8:30AM  Shacharit & Megillah
| 10:00AM Late Megillah
11:00AM Purim Carnival

Young Couples/Families Purim Basket Delivery

Purim Events

Send Mishloach Manot to IDF Soldiers Young Leadership Purim Shpiel

and/or Jewish Soldiers Overseas Saturday night, February 27
Through February 20

Sisterhood Hamantaschen The Best Purim Carnival Ever!

Baking Demo Sunday, February 28
Wednesday, February 24

Simchat Purim Young Couples
Community Dinner Purim Basket Delivery

Friday night, February 26 Sunday, February 28




Preparing for Purim

Send Mishloach Manot to our IDF Soldiers AND/OR
Jewish Soldiers in Iraq & Afghanlstan

Send baskets filled with Israeli products and bakery goods to
Israeli soldiers. AND/OR send baskets to Jewish soldiers sta-
tioned in Iraq and Afghanistan through the Major Stuart Adam
Wolfer Institute. Packages will bear a card noting your name
with a Purim greeting. $25 per package, $100 for 5 packages, [ &
$200 for 10 packages. Make your check payable to The Jewish [¥48%
Center and earmark it "Mishloach Manot to IDF or Jewish Sol-
diers Overseas." Send baskets online at www.jewishcenter.org. .
For more info, contact shira@jewishcenter.org.

Matanot L'evyonim

Please remember to send Matanot

Megillah Reading

We would like to provide everyone with

L'evyonim gifts to the poor before Purim.
The amount given should be sufficient to
assist at least two different poor people
with their Purim meal. Checks made out
to the Rabbi Leo Jung Memorial Fund
earmarked "Matanot L'evyonim" that are
received before Purim (February 28) will
be distributed to the poor on Purim day
to fulfill your obligation.

the opportunity to hear the Megillah on
Purim. If someone you know will not be
able to leave his/her home on Purim, or
if you would like to volunteer to read Me-
gillah for the homebound, please contact
Rabbi David Stein at 212-724-2700
x116 or dstein@jewishcenter.org.

Purim Classes

CSI Shushan:
Purim Investigations
Rabbi Daniel Fridman

Mondays at 7:00pm through
February 22

From King David to Queen
Esther: Jewish Monarchy
Unmasked
Rabbi Yosie Levine
Tuesday, February 23 at 7:00pm

Purim & Polemics
Rabbi Ariel Rackovsky
Wednesday, February 24 at
7:00pm

Seudah Shlishit
Special Pre-Megillah Shiur
Rebecca Feldman
Shabbat, February 27 at 6:00pm




Purim Practices
A Brief Overview
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1. Machatzit HaShekel- Machatzit HaShekel refers to the Biblically ordained annual giving
of a silver half shekel by Jews. This money was collected during the month of Adar and used
for upkeep in the Temple, specifically for communcal sacrifices. It was collected from all peo-
ple, but was obligatory on all males above 20 years of age. Today, this mitzvah is commemo-
rated on the Thursday afternoon of Taanit Esther, at or before Minchah, or at the latest, on Pu-
rim morning.

The Mitzvah is performed by contributing at least $1.50 in exchange for three silver coins in
the basket, though many people give more than that amount. The three silver coins are then
lifted to acquire ownership, and then contributed by placing them back in the basket. In this
manner, everyone can perform the mitzvah with the same coins.

2. Keri’at Hamegillah- It is incumbent on every man and woman to hear the Book of Esther
read in the evening and the morning. Please check the Purim schedule for times of minyanim
and Megillah readings. One must hear every word of the Megillah both times, so if a word is
missed, one should quickly read it quietly, even if following along in a Chumash or printed Me-
gillah. As Purim falls on Motzei Shabbat this year, the Megillah is read during the Maariv ser-
vice following the conclusion of Shabbat, at 6:45PM.

3. Al Hanissim- A special Purim text for Al Hanissim is included in all prayers, as well as
birkat hamazon.

4. Torah Reading- On Purim morning, we read of the attack on the Jewish people by the
Amalekites, and how Moshe led the Jewish people to victory (Exodus 17:8-16).

5. Mishloach Manot- One must send a minimum of two different prepared/cooked foods, in
generous portions, to another Jewish person.

6. Matanot I’Evyonim- This is the way the Jews celebrated their victory over Haman, as
recorded in the Megillah. (It is the most important mitzvah of Purim). Note that this obliga-
tion is independent of the Machatzit haShekel, and it must be performed on Purim day itself.
The amount given should be sufficient to assist at least two different poor people with their
Purim meal. Checks made out to the Rabbi Leo Jung Memorial Fund earmarked "Matanot
L'evyonim" that are received before Purim (February 28) will be distributed to the poor on Pu-
rim day to fulfill your obligation.

7. Purim Seudah- Having a lavish, festive meal for Purim. One should eat bread, and the
meal should ideally contain meat products. Additionally, one should drink more wine than one
normally does at a meal.

8. Taanit Esther- Taanit Esther is the fast that commemorates the three days fast observed
by the Jews in the Book of Esther. Rabbinic tradition indicates that this fast took place on the
first three days of Passover, but since fasting on Passover is virtually never permitted, the fast
was linked to Purim instead. Normally, Taanit Esther is the day that immediately precedes Pu-
rim, but on years in which Purim falls on Motzei Shabbat, it is moved back to the previous
Thursday, this year on February 25th. The fast begins at 5:06 AM and ends at 6:13 PM.

9. One is not permitted to fast, or deliver eulogies, on Purim.




SEND MISHLOACH MANOT

TO OUR IDF SOLDIERS
AND/OR

TO JEWISH SOLDIERS IN
IRAQ AND AFGHANISTAN

*Packages will bear a _ R o | R *Orders received by
card noting your v W ~ ) ° Q\ " February 20,2010 will
name with a : e SO B WV @R be delivered on or
Purim greeting. N A\ . A 3 Tl dmy oy before Purim.

Packages for Israeli soldiers consist of Israeli products and homemade
goods from a local Israeli bakery in Bet El. Packages for Jewish soldiers
overseas are being sent through the Major Stuart Adam Wolfer Institute in
partnership with Manhattan Jewish Experience.

$25 per package
$100 for 5 packages
$200 for 10 packages

MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO THE JEWISH CENTER AND
EARMARK IT “MISHLOACH MANOT TO IDF SOLDIERS OR
JEWISH SOLDIERS OVERSEAS.”

Mishloach Manot to IDF AND/OR Jewish Soldiers Overseas
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The Jewish Center invites you to a

SIMCHAT PURIM

Join us for a Shabbat evening filled with
delicious food and a fun-filled program
in the spirit of Purim!

Cost: $45 members $55 non-members
$30 for children under 12
Sponsorships of $250 includes dinner for two.

Date: February 26, 2010

Time: Minchah 5:30PM Dinner 6:45PM

RSVP by February 24 at www.jewishcenter.org
or call 212-724-2700 x100




CRPCRPORPOCRPORPORPORORPOROPE®

The Jewish Center Youth Department presents

The Best Purim
Carnival Ever!

PURIM, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28
at 11:00AM

Featuring

Moon Bounce Video Games Station
Make-your-own Teddy Bears
Mishloach Manot table

and much. much more!

Cost:

$20 per child (members)/ $25 per child (hon-members)
$180 Family Sponsorship/ $360 Carnival Sponsorship

Register online at www.jewishcenter.org
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